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Under the same heading may be classified Aristide Briand's
famous "European luncheon," followed by the foundation of
the League's European Committee. This event, too, was
hailed as the "beginning of a new era." But scarcely one of the
Foreign Ministers of European states then present at Geneva,
who, as usual, rhetorically congratulated Aristide Briand and
themselves on this new achievement, thought seriously of
utilizing this turn of events in their own policy. Of the plans of
M. Briand's European Committee—apart from an excellent
photograph of those present at the luncheon—nothing exists
to-day.
And then there was an affair which is directly connected
with the question of help for those starving in Russia. For
years the League of Nations had in hand an Italian scheme foi
the rendering of immediate help in cases where the populatior
of some region was vitally threatened by a natural catastrophe
It debated fully what should be done in order to bring hel{,
without the slightest loss of time, to spread the news of the
catastrophe through the quickest and most reliable channels,
in order that some radical step might be taken at once to
alleviate the distress. This proposal, too, was recommended for
acceptance in the name of international solidarity, the united
opinion of the civilized world, the human instinct to help
others in distress, and so on.
But the reality! The terrible disaster in the south of the
Soviet Union compelled the president of the League Council
to bring the question before that body. But,asalways at Geneva,
he came into collision with political interests. Indeed, in those
days—and nothing could better characterize the situation—
the Norwegian Premier was openly pitied by the $tatesmen
and newspaper correspondents at Geneva. They spoke with
compassion of the man who was attempting to resist political
tendencies. It was not that there was the smallest difference
of opinion between these men on the fact that millions of
people were dying in the Russian fernine areas. On the contrary*

